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The Annual General Meeting for the year 2016 was held at the Church Centre after the Divine Service 

on Sunday, the 22 January 2017 at 10h50. 

1) Pastor Anja Spiske opened the proceedings with a prayer and Chairman Reinhard Walle 

welcomed all present. 

2) Jutta Rohwer and Anthea Burger were appointed joint Minutes Secretary for the meeting. 

3) The meeting was attended by 24 voting members (Viz. Attendance List). Apologies were 

received from Antoinette Bosman, Branson Bosman, Sonja Savini, Hans & Elise Schaberg, 

Patrick Septoe, Sheldine Septoe, Katelyn van Wyk and Rosy van Wyk.  

4) The Minutes of the previous AGM (2015) (Appendix 1) held on the 25th January 2016 were 

adopted by the meeting (proposed by Dorle Kussing, seconded by Desmond Fillis) with the 

correction to point 6 regarding translation of minutes into German language by Marita Fröhlich. 

This was a misunderstanding – Mrs Marita Fröhlich has clarified this point to reflect that she 

would orally translate the proceedings to Mrs Gisela Schmidt as she only speaks German.  

5) Additional Agenda Items proposed:  

 Visitation (to be discussed under point 10.1) 

 Young Adults (to be discussed under point 10.2) 

 Flowers for the Altar (to be discussed under point 10.3) 

 

6) Annual Reports: 

6.1 The Pastor’s Report, (Appendix 2a), read by Pastor Anja Spiske.  

Pastor Anja encouraged us with this scripture from Luke 12:32 ‘Fear not, little flock, for it 

is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.' She continued by reflecting on 

congregational life and activities of the past year: 

Divine Services 

Our Children’s Church 

Open Door meetings 

Young Adults 

Our church committee meetings 

A small choir 

Diaconic projects – Wabamkela EduCare and Vistarus Mission Station 

6.2 The Chairman’s Report (Appendix 2b), read by Reinhard Walle.  

Fundraising remains critical to our ability to meet our financial commitments. The meeting 

was informed that our congregation is facing a serious challenge in meeting our fiscal 

responsibility to the Cape Church.  

2017 marks the 500th Anniversary of Evangelical Reformation (1517-2017) – we will be 

planning regular events to mark this anniversary. A meeting (Church Day) of all 

congregations in the Cape Circuit East (CCE) is scheduled for 29 October in the King 

Williams Town church. We are considering hiring a bus. 

6.3 Acceptance of the Reports - Unanimously accepted by the meeting.  

Proposed by Geoff Andrews. Seconded by Dorle Kussing. 
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6.4 The Financial Statements (Appendix 3) - Presented by Gerhard Fröhlich.  

Once again, the congregation is informed that the budget will show a deficit. All ideas for 

fundraising etc are very welcome. We will be discussing this with the Bishop at his next 

visit to us (24-26 March 2017). 

Dorle Kussing suggests that members are clearly informed about the finances of the 

congregation in the Newsletter. 

Jutta Rohwer cautioned that the article should be worded carefully and that we should not 

emphasize money matters. 

Gerhard and Gunter Fröhlich were thanked for their hard work. 

6.5 Acceptance of the financial statement - Unanimously accepted by the meeting.  

Proposed by Chris Burger. Seconded by Dorle Kussing. 

6.6 Exoneration of the Treasurer and Church Committee.  

Chris Burger queried whether this point is currently valid under South African Law. Geoff 

Andrews informed the meeting that according to Chris Johl, the Cape Church Synod 

requires this point. Meeting unanimously accepted this. 

Proposed by Hans Rohwer. Seconded by Jutta Rohwer. 

7) The Budget proposal for 2016 was presented by Gerhard Fröhlich. 

Once again, the meeting was warned about a severe shortfall in income to cover expenses. 

Meeting unanimously accepted the Budget. 

Proposed by Geoff Andrews. Seconded by Charlotte Andrews. 

8) Elections: 

8.1) Church Committee:  

Members who have come to the end of their 2-year term are Anthea Burger and Gerhard 

Fröhlich. Anthea Burger has indicated that she is not available for re-election. Canvassing 

among congregation members has not been successful in securing alternate nominees 

for committee vacancies. Nominations from the floor were not forthcoming either.  

The meeting unanimously re-elected Gerhard Fröhlich for another 2-year term. 

Henry Newman, Reinhard Walle, Desmond Fillis and Branson Bosman continue as 

committee members for another year. 

The meeting unanimously accepted these delegates. 

Proposed by Hans Rohwer. Seconded by Dorle Kussing 

A smaller committee could lead to more congregation participation. Scripture Readers 

during Divine Services would be needed. Suggestion that a list be compiled of people 

willing to read. Jutta Rohwer offered to co-ordinate this list. 

8.2) Delegates to Synod & CCE:  

Synod delegate for year 3 of a 4-year term is Geoff Andrews. Anthea Burger is the 

alternate delegate to Synod. 

Synod will take place 1-3 September 2017 in Stellenbosch. 

CCE Delegates are Geoff Andrews and Anthea Burger, with Hans Rohwer and Reinhard 

Walle as alternate delegates. 

The CCE AGM will take place on the 26 August 2017 at St Crucis in East London.  
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9) Future Events 

Fundraising will be limited to allow events to be well organized and attended. 

• Easter Market,  

• Women's Breakfast,  

• Bingo Afternoon, 

• Christmas market 

Further congregational get-togethers will be held: 

• 500 years of Reformation – first being held on 26 February. Monthly table talks will be 

held in our church foyer with subjects covering topics that affect our lives. (Martin Luther 

used to debate topics of the day with his students around the table during the evening 

meal.) The Bishop is in the process of organising sponsored wine and beer, with the 

emblem of the centenary year on the bottle. This will be sold, as well as coasters. Easter 

Sunday – 16 April service on the beach  

• Church Day – 29 October service in King Williams Town. Possible bus-hire to be 

investigated. 

10) General 

10.1 Visitation – 24-26 March 2017 (Bishop Filter, Treasurer Schöttler, Mrs Lynette 

Burger) 

 Anja Spiske explained that the purpose of a visitation should not be seen as punitive but 

rather helpful and supportive. Ordinances of Cape Church require that all congregations 

are visited at least once in every 4-year cycle. This allows Cape Church to understand the 

needs/challenges of all congregations. 

10.2 Young Adults 

 We are in the process of creating a space within our church centre where the young 

adults can meet. The mezzanine area will be upgraded for this purpose and will be known 

as the “Upper Room”. The church committee has applied to CCE for funding of R8 000 for 

this purpose.  

 An evening Divine Service, to be held @ 18h00, will be introduced on the 1st Sunday of 

each month. This will be in English and will be a more contemporary Divine Service. 

 The meeting unanimously supported this discussion. 

 Proposed by Geoff Andrews. Seconded by Florence Arends. 

10.3 Flowers for Altar – Florence Arends 

 Requested that people who are willing to provide flowers for the altar to please contact 

her by Wednesday as she makes arrangements on Thursdays. (By the same token – if 

there are flowers from a wedding or funeral, please inform Florence so that she does not 

organize flowers for Sunday).  
 Meeting unanimously accepted these discussions. 

 Proposed by Geoff Andrews. Seconded by Florence Arends. 

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 12h30. 

 

 


